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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 22051 

EO 11652: GDS 
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SUB J : MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS THAWIT KLINPRATHUM GETS HIS WINGS 
CLIPPED 

REF: A) BANGKOK 21483 B) BANGKOK 21994 C) BANGKOK 21995 

SUMMARY: COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER THAWIT KLINPRATHUM HAS HAD HIS 
AUTHORITY IN AVIATION MATTERS CURTAILED. PRESSURE IS MOUNTING 
TO HAVE HIM REMOVED FROM THAT MINISTRY. 

1 . AS A RESULT OF THAI AIRWAYS CORP. (TAC) AND ITS SUBSIDIARY 
THAI INTERNATIONAL S AUGUST 3 STRIKE AGAINST THE RTG AND AIR 
SIAM, COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER THAWIT KLINPRATHUM HAS HAD HIS 
AUTHORITY IN AVIATION MATTERS VIRTUALLY WITHDRAWN. THAWIT AND 
HIS UNDER SECRETARY, DR. KAN NAKHAMADI, WORKED OUT A FIVE-POINT 
PLAN ANNOUNCED ON JULY 29 (REF A) WHICH WOULD HAVE HAD THE 
EFFECT OF MERGING AIR SIAM AND THAI INTER, OR AT LEAST GIVING 

THE MERGER A GOOD SHOVE. TAC AND THAI INTER OPPOSITION BROUGHT 
ABOUT THE STRIKE, AND CONSEQUENT RTG REBUKE TO THAWIT. 

2. THE CABINET DECIDED AT A MEETING AUGUST 3 THAT ANY FUTURE 
DECISION CONCERNING AVIATION POLICY MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS (MOC) MUST FIRST BE CLEARED WITH THE CABINET BEFORE 
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IT CAN GO INTO EFFECT. THE CABINET HAS ALSO FORCED THAWIT TO 
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DROP HIS FIVE-POINT PLAN AND ATTEMPTED REORGANIZATION OF 
TAC'S BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

3. COMMENT: THAWIT IS THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND NUMBER TWO 
MAN IN THE SOCIAL IUSTICE PARTY, ONE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S SHAKY FOUR-PARTY COALITION. THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
NOT, THEREFORE, TAKE ANY ACTION AGAINST THAWIT-ASIDE FROM SLAP- 
PING HIS HAND ON THE AVIATION ISSUE-UNTIL AFTER THE CRUCIAL 
BUDGET BILL IS PASSED. THE BILL GOES TO THE HOUSE FOR DEBATE 
TODAY, AND ALL COALITION MEMBER PARTIES HAVE AGREED TO SUPPORT 
IT. ONCE THAT HURDLE IS OVERCOME, HOWEVER, THAWIT MAY BE IN 
SERIOUS TROUBLE. ON JULY 29 HE VOTED IN THE HOUSE AGAINST THE 
APPOINTMENT OF AN ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMITTEE, CONTRIBUTING TO 
THE FIRST MAJOR DEFEAT FOR THE GOVERNMENT, AND PARTICULARLY 
THE COALITION'S LARGEST PARTY, THE DEMOCRATS (REF C). THEN, 

WITHIN A WEEK, CAME THE TAC/THAI INTER STRIKE AIMED IN LARGE 
PART AGAINST HIM AND HIS POLICIES. SO THAWIT HAS MANAGED WITHIN 
THE SPACE OF A FEW DAYS THE NOT INCONSIDERABLE FEAT OF IN- 
FURIATING BOTH THE DEMOCRAT PARTY AND THE ROYAL THAI AIR FORCE 
(RTAF), WHICH DOMINATE TAC AND THAI INTER. PRESSURE TO REMOVE 
THAWIT FROM HIS MOC TOP SPOT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY INCREASE IN THE 
WAKE OF THESE CONTRETEMPTS. IF HE GOES, DR. KAN IS LIKELY TO 
FOLLOW SHORTLY THEREAFTER. 

WHITEHOUSE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ullricre 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BANGKO22051 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760301-1039 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760885/aaaacwni.tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 BANGKOK 21483, 76 BANGKOK 21 994, 76 BANGKOK 21 995 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: ullricre 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUL 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <14 OCT 2004 by ullricre> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS THAWIT KLINPRATHUM GETS HIS WINGS CLIPPED 
TAGS: ECON, EAIR, TH, (THAWIT KLINPRATHUM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



